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The British East India Company established its first settlement in the
Northeren Sarkars when their ship, "Globe", anchored at Masulipatam in Jan,
16II.74 The English built Fort. St. George in Madras in 1639, bought the
island of Bombay from King Charles II and removed their factones to that
place in 1687, and established their Bengal Headquarters in Calcutta in
1700.75
Thus, Northern Sarkars claim much significance in the history of
British India by serving as the launching pad for British imperialism. Since
ages, Masulipatam was an important port on the Coromandel Coast and it
facilitated the trade with South-East Asian Countries.
"If Bengal deserves to be considered the richest jewel in the British
Crown, it may be observed of the Northern Sarkars that though only forming
a cluster of lesser magnitude, they give additional value with a superior lustre
to the royal diadem as constituting the only portion annexed constitutionally
without the incogruity of formal participation, except the Zamindars of
Benares, in free, avowed, undivided sovereignty".76
The British East India Company could not make much progress in
India during the seventeenth century owing to several causes. England had
undergone constitutional experimentation and the political conditions were
not favourable to the Company to make a headway in Commerce. The in-
consistent policy of the changing governements granted Charters to a number
of commercial concerns to trade with India. Besides this, France had entered
into the field of overseas commerce and rose like a meteor under the direct
patronage of the French Government. TheFrench made rapid advances in
India.
The bitter rivalry between the French and the English was deep-rooted
and backed by national, commercial and colonial interests.
Despite these odds, the British Company was maintaining its settle-
ments in Vizagapatam, Ingeram, Masulipatam, Bandarlanka and Modapol-
lam in Northern Sarkars.
The Godolphine's award hadput an end to the rivalries among various
British Companies trading with the East United East India company was
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